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The technocrats who descgned the govem-

_.,.ment s economic recovery program want to stick -~
““to. the plan- despite the risk. that steeply higher
: restrict demand to the point of
;. inhibiting rather than stimulating production. A
. struggle could develop between the technocrats
. and other economic advisers who are less com-’
. .mltted to certain features of the recovery plan ‘

, Grumbling over the. wage—pnce squeeze lS as‘ :
o yet neither very public nor. very loud. Discontent

- does appear to be on the rise, and workers are.

" generally suspicious of the - governments eco-’

nomic policies. The gap between promise and.

performance could negate the. government's ef- -

. forts to convince the workers that the recovery

" program is, in. the long run, in their interest,
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The tuna season is fast approachmg, and_
:Ecuador is- preparing to levy stiffer penalties on
e fishing seiners operatmg wsthm lts
o clalmed 200-m|!e coastal zone. S

"During the last' season, Ecuador senzed 22

- AJS-owned vessels and- lev:ed fines totaling some
- -$16 million. Now it is considering a decree that -

" would dramatically increase both the charges for
and the fines on_unlicensed boats. In-
addition, the draft law would require confiscation
- of tuna on board such boats. This decree would

licenses

follow one issued last September that set the basis

-+ for -eventually - excluding all- foreign fishermen
- ;. from ‘Ecuadorean waters. It authorized the gov-
" .ernment - to ‘impose a ceiling on the total tuna

catch, and gave Ecuadorean boats preference over

;o ;'.forexgn vessels That decrees emphas:s on con-
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o EGUADOR NEW RULESON TUNA
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. problems are adding to consumers' woes. The US‘.‘-_ R
"~ Embassy in Santiago finds no evidence ofacoor- . .~
... dinated government effort to give jobs.to the ™ . ...
. unemployed, whose ranks have been swelled by .

: ,l IUS tuna boats detamed by.- cuadm- S

"servatlon has added a new comphcatlon to the .
. territorial seas debate as well as to the dxscussmns s
; between Qudo and. Washmgton 3 ‘

‘ \ Anathe’r camplit:“a‘tfibn_is-»rthe question of US -
reimbursement of fines and other charges. ‘In" -
caompliance with a 1972 amendment to the Fish-.~ =~
~efman’s Protective Act, the US last August ngti- -~
fied Ecuador that owners of the US fishing boats .~
had been compensated for fines and other charges .=~
levied against them. ¥ Quito fails to reimburse - .
the US for these payments:by mid-December,.aid = - -
‘funds for Ecuador will-be reduced by an equal -
- amount unless the provision is-waived. because.of ..~
- national security considerations. Also-at issue-are .- .
-“military sales, which have been restncted since "4

1971 after US vessels were sexzed

If,‘ as ‘t‘he'fhew "fegi;fat'iOn's "énitiéage,v‘an fine
creasing share of the tuna catch is to go o Ecua-‘ ‘
dorean fishermen, Quito will need substaintial”

 outside assistance o expand both its tuna fieet =
and . processing “capability. Under. these gir- - "
‘Fcuador ‘may be more .willing” to -~
compromise. In the short run, however, the pros-

pects are for further selzures af us boats and
further B -
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